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[bookmark: _GoBack]How a Member Decides to Vote
When a member decides to vote, their decision on what bill to vote for is influenced by different factors, one can decide to vote according to their conscience, what they think is right and wrong and use it to dictate what to vote. Input from constituents and other people surrounding the voter would also influence what they vote for. One’s loyalty to a certain party can influence what they vote for and also the congress administration might pressure towards a certain decision. As a Member of Congress, I voted on the proposed Constitutional amendment to ban the flag desecration. 
During voting, I met all kinds of people who had different opinions on the proposed bill. Most of the congress constituents opposed the bill strongly and so did my conscience vote. Their opinion was that the bill was unwarranted and unconstitutional. They claimed that the amendment is injurious to one of he very freedoms the flag symbolizes which free speech. It directly empowers the Congress to engage in thought control. Flag burning and desecration is offensive because it is political. My opinion was the flag desecration amendment is a solution in search of a problem. According to Professor Robert Justin Goldstein, all incidents of flag burning in the over 200 years when Congress passed and the Supreme Court rejected, about half of these occurred during the Vietnam war.
However, the administration supported the bill and pressured all members to accept and pass the bill. They claimed that the flag itself denied one’s freedom and asked why a symbol would be used to represent everyone in a nation yet not everyone was equal in he eyes of the law and judiciary and claimed that they should be given the right to burn the flag if they wished. Personally, my conscience and respect for the flag influenced my decision and I voted against the bill because I believe it is unconstitutional and unwarranted and it is an insult to a country and what the flag represents.
Public Criticism of Congress
The public criticizes the public by claiming that their say and opinion wouldn’t make any difference to the decisions of the congress. From videos such as ‘man on the street’ they claim that their Congressmen don’t even bother to listen to them or help them because they are not rich or powerful. For example, one of the members of the public said that the congress had made a decision to put an incinerator that burns toxic waste about a mile down the road from their home and it is not safe for him and his family and he worries. But he doesn’t think that his congressman would even care to listen or help him because he is not rich or powerful and he doesn’t even see the need of trying. 
Experts and the congress response to that is that if the public just assume that they wouldn’t have an impact and not try, they are definitely going to make no difference and that is failure. They claim that it is easier to give a congressman a new idea than to try and change their mind on an idea where they have made a public commitment. I vote against the public criticism because according to me politics isn’t a spectator sport; people need to get involved. Many of the problems Congress addresses are brought to Member’s attention by individuals. People can make a difference if they target their efforts and persevere.

The Dynamic Legislative Process
There is the textbook version of how a bill becomes a law. The bill begins as an idea which may come from a representative or from a citizen. Then the bill is proposed, when a representative writes a bill, it needs a sponsor and he or she talks to other representatives in hopes of getting their support for it. Once the bill has a sponsor and support from other representatives, it is ready to be introduced. The bill is introduced and placed in the hopper, a special box on the side of the clerk’s desk. Then the bill goes to committee and when the bill reaches there, committee members review, research and revise the bill before voting on whether or not to send it back to the House floor. If the committee members would like more information before deciding if the bill should be sent to the House floor, the bill is sent to a subcommittee where it is examined closely and expert opinions are gathered before it is sent back to the committee for approval. The bill is reported to the House floor after approval and then it is debated on. The representatives discuss the bill and explain why they agree or disagree with it. Then a reading clerk reads the bill section by section and the representatives recommend changes.
 When changes are made, the bill is ready to be voted on. The bill can be voted on in three different method; Viva voice when the speaker asks for ‘aye’ or a ‘no’, division where the speaker asks for supporters to stand and be counted, and recording where they record the yes and no voices. If the bill is voted on, it is sent to the senate where it goes through the same steps and if voted on by majority, it is sent to the president who has three choices; sign and pass the bill, refuse to sign and send the bill back to the representatives house, or do nothing and if congress is in session the bill automatically becomes law after 10days.
However, the dynamic legislative process is slightly different from the textbook version of how a bill becomes law. The legislative process is dynamic which means ever changing and lengthy. However, it is almost similar to the textbook version the difference being it keep changing and it more detailed and lengthier. The summary is the introduction and after introduction, it is given a designation number. Then it is referred to the committee and the committee can refer the bill to subcommittee for action, hearing, mark up sessions and votes. If the committee approves a bill, the bill is sent on the full house or senate. The full body debates the bill and then votes. If it passes it is passed to the president and the bill is later made law.



